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money and play-groceries, and on Valentine’s Day a girl named 
Sylvia brought me a big lacey valentine. I would frequently try 
to evade school by alleging to my mother that ‘I hurt me on 
a nail” but she always sent me off anyway, saying it would feel 
better after a while. At school we would get little cards at the 
end of the day with a single word on them: Good, Fair, or Bad. 
When I came home for lunch, I would usually have cocoa with 
condensed milk in it and cereal. My sister had gone to New 
Street public school and had hated it because she had to pass a 
yard with a big dog tethered in it.” 


Was this, in truth, Mr. Smith’s long-dead _ mother trying to _ 


identify herself? No one can categorically say so. But that is the 
way automatic writing works, and you can test your own ability 
at it, your own psychic sensitivity, in the same way. 


AMATEURS WHO HAVE SUCCEEDED 


Many of the outstanding automatists have been amateurs. 
One of the leading amateur automatists was Mrs. John H. 
Curran. Mrs. Curran was an average middle-class housewife, and 
had no particular interest in phychical phenomena. Tn the year 
1918, however, the Ouija board was the latest “rage,” and she, 
like a lot of other people, bought one. On a hot July evening, she 
and a friend, Mrs. Emily Grant Hutchings, were playing with 
the new toy at the Curran’s home in St. Louis. They had “sat” 
with it before, but had never had any luck. On this particular 
evening (they were waiting for their husbands to come home), 
the little wooden pointer on the Ouija board began to move 
rapidly and definitely from one letter to another, spelling out a 
strange message: 

“Many moons ago I lived. Again I come. Patience Worth 
my name.” 

The women looked at each other in amazement. The pointer 
flew about the board again: 
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“Wait, I would speak with thee. If thou shalt live, then 
so shall I. I make my bread by thy hearth. Good friends, 
Iet us be merrie. The time for work is past. Let the tabbie 
drowse and blink her wisdom to the fire-log.” 

“How quaint!” exclaimed Mrs. Hutchings. 

The board replied snappily: 
“Good Mother wisdom is too harsh for thee and thou 
should’st love her only as a foster-mother.” 

That was the beginning of “Patience Worth.” From then on, 
over a. period of years, Patience poured a stream of communica- 
tions through the Ouija board, operated by Mrs. Curran. There 
were epigrams, conversations, poems, stories, allegories—all 
in seventeenth-century English, all beautifully constructed and 
historically accurate. Two of the stories were actually published 
in novel form by Henry Holt and Co. 

At first, it was believed that Patience Worth was really some 
part of the subconscious of Mrs. Hutchings, who was a writer 
of modest ability. However, it soon developed that it was Mrs. 
Curran, and not Mrs. Hutchings, through whom Patience was 
working. Patience was never in evidence unless Mrs. Curran 
was at the board, but Mrs. Hutchings’ absence made no differ- 
ence at all. As for Mrs. Curran, she had. no literary pretensions, 
and only a cursory knowledge of English history. 


HOW TO MAKE A SPIRIT LANTERN THAT 
LIGHTS UP THE INVISIBLE WORLD! 


This method is recommended by Dr. L. W. de Laurence, in 
his book India’s Hood Unveiled (de Laurence, Scott & Co., Chi- 
cago, 1910). It is a variation of the Lunar Circle and Psycho- 
Videoscope. 

Take any ordinary, low voltage flashlight and remove the 
lens holder and the reflector. This will expose the bulb, which 
should give off a weak light without the reflector. The light 


